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PART 1

o
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Suspension of Disbelief

“Suspension of disbelief” is the audience’s willingness to accept theatrical conventions as “real” for the
duration of a performance. It's a contract between performers and audience.

Key Concept: Theater illusion is consensual — audiences know it’s fake but choose to go along.
Deception is non-consensual — victims don’t know they’re being fooled.

PART 2

02

Analyze a Scene
Think about a play, movie, or show you've seen. Identify the theatrical illusions used:

THEATRICAL ELEMENT HOW DID IT HELP YOU “BELIEVE” THE STORY?

Acting (emotions, voice)

Set/Scenery

Lighting

Sound/Music

Costumes/Makeup
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PART 3
03 Victorian Theater Magic

Pepper’s Ghost was a Victorian stage illusion that used angled glass to make “ghosts” appear on stage.

The audience knew it was a trick — but they loved it anyway!

Why were audiences willing to “believe” a stage ghost but upset about fake spirit photographs?

PART 4
04 Compare: Theater vs. Deception

THEATER ILLUSION DECEPTION/MANIPULATION

What makes one acceptable and the other harmful?

MINI MUSEUM CONNECTION
Spirit photographers used the same “double exposure” technique that stage magicians used. But stage
audiences knew it was a trick, while grieving families thought they were seeing real ghosts of their loved

ones.

The technology was the same. What was different?

minimuseumproject.org/exhibitions/seeing-is-deceiving

SHARE WITH YOUR FAMILY
Watch a movie with your family and identify moments where you “suspend disbelief.” Discuss: Why are we willing

to go along with these illusions?
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